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IN RODUCT ON
e

+;. <
This report_ on sPeCial:education services,in Colorado publicAchbals is,

submitCed tol."the Governor, the. Edudational Committees and the joint Budget
Committet''of the Colorado LeAislature in compliance with C.R.S. 123-22-4(3),

,

revised, t
A . I'-. I r

;_. The Handicapped Children's
V

Eduaational 'Apt, C.R.S.'123-22, requires that

,.

all schoOl districts within file state provide,. through previously established -
-.special education administrative units, sPeoial education services for any .

handicapped child'between the. ages of five and twenty- one'under, their
. .

administrative jUrisdiction: . ..

4:' .
> '

c
. The purOs& of this report 'tsrto provide current ihformation'tothe

.,

Governor,. the Legislature, and.the.general public on the status Of Apecial
. 'education services in the public schools fof the s.chool.yeafr"1973-74. A

,.

midyear status,: report fors 1974-75 is included tn theirepOrt tp insure' that
the most current information on program development and.trOds is avaiiable to
state andloc4 dfficial charged with the responsibiAty of ascertaining the

--eduCallional needs.ofhandicapPed children. ,* 'N." -, - t .

I. ' " a
ii

The-reporyis divided into sections wfiich,addresS the five basic aspects
; of special eduOatIon programs monitored by the Department of Education: .

z
.

>-. ..

,
ei.

, % I. Studentoerved students not served and services Provided
,

2.. Instructional and support staff . ,

3:- Progrg5 cost and revenue '-',,,
'

4. 'QOltt4tive nature. of existing progams .

5, IniervIc Programs for. regular educators *--4. %
.

.

..'t

: '
.\

....

Data provided in tbereport represents summatiye information gathered from
* 43 administrative units representing 181 school Aistridts in Colorado. More

0 detailed informationon each Vdministrativ.e unit is available at the eep'artment
of Education, Special Education Services ur4e. .Due°to excessive Cd'sts' 11,

stapportilig.documentSito ail sections of the report will be published in limited
:.supp for restricted _distribution. Copids of the documents will be retarneretained,

. Mby 'tie Department for puplic lperusa. : . C

-.

221 i-
., Calvin M.-Frazier

Commissionei'df EduCation

..

.

": Alefer.-lo,Appendix,4, "Colorado's Forty-Three
Special Education Administrative Units"-map"

...

. .
,
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

4 <
%._ _,..

In 1972,Ave Forty-Eighth Colorido General.Assembryenacted into lad /
. .

House Bill 1060,, which for one year became the.Handicapped Children Educa:cional/ 1
Act for the,publiC schools in Colorado, Although active legs *Ian one year,
House Bill 1060 established the foundations upon which educational%programsdfor

.I.

the handicapped have been built, and' will continue to be built for'.an $
, , .

indeterminate, but respectable period into the-future.

.1 . 4-A

. .t .

... r. 1

,
Eight lasicAcharges to the Department of Educationcontained the esseft4e-

,

1

of
I

the-Act. .briefly stated, these charges were:
. : .s.'' '

r

. -

1. A report of the status of Special education programs inthe puhli6 4
.

. schools '', -_,
,

C
2: A 'report of definitions of each tipe Of handicap for which special ?-1\

, education services would'be'required .
. .

/ ,

I. A resort of the number and.generallocation' of handicp, -ed 'children r . P
4. A report of the recommended meadg ty which handicapped children, ..-

,
should be diagnosed . j .

. k

c...._,i5: A Opert of the recommended programs'and minimum standards for g-
( .,-

handicapped children , .

6. An'!analyqis of the cost/benefit and cost/effectiveness 9f special
e hed6patibd programs, .., ,. ,

7. A report(Of the impact of statewide support for ihe..etrItion of-
,handicap children

-'8. The deve merit-of an accountability instrument for special

1 . education.services
t

. '71-?. .-

4
o. '. .

., .
Pie rOulis of the study' were presedted to thqorty-Ninth Colorado Geietal:

crs 'Astembl,yi kri uary' 1973, under the title Report On Study of Learning
, 4

Disabil'i'ties, published by the Colorado Department of Education.; As a
result of .the, study, the Forty-Ninth,,Colorado General Assembly enacted into
law House Bi1fr1164., IThat.Act, with minor amendments, maybe found in the

.1Colorado Revised Statutes 123-22.
;

. .
$, . .

i
3, .

, Sidce.the
,

completion of the study; 'the Department has submitted annual ,

tus reliortlb't the COvernor and fhe ColOrado General Assembly. The purpose .
the reports is,,to bring,:cUrrent the information. in'the Rriginal study

whia is subject to change as districts increase or modify .their` educational
. programs for handicapped children. .

$

N
.

..
.. ...,

"This report represents the second status report submitted to the
,Goverhor and the General'Assembfy: The basic format of the report is in
keeping with the 'format of the study to insure a reasdWable transition from

6

one repOrt to another.. .
.

.

. '. .i...
.

4 ,

I.
)1

44
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I SECTION. I

ST:TIEN SERVED, NOT SERVED,
NArukaF SERVICES RENDERED

NuniNr of Students Se4te'd

sl

, t

During th 1973 -7.4 school year, 51,l1& handicapped students were enrol ed
in orW or mOre'Special education programs in the public" schools: 'Stu ents
re. eilving services represe9ted 9..6'Percelikt of the, total pupil popula ion
reported f0r- av,erage daily entitlement, 533,917.3, for, th - :,

school Tom. k, 1'

4 , Q. a
L

4 .'1 '44

."/

It V.Due to the fact that some students are multiply ka nd i cgp p ed and require
94' .services from more than _one' speeial education pfflgrata, the number of

handicapping conditions served ,y programs always exceeds the total,.number
of jktudents actuatly served: Ili 1973-74 the total number of handicapped
students' served ity, the program was ?4,476. The differenIte between the

"\51,118 studekit,s-served in indiViduil p'rograms indicates that as many as
3,358 s-tudentVrequiiked more than:,dnelstpecial, education servico, due to

` multip'e tr,ndiaarpping condiflons., An -analytis of grade lever distribution
.,,

'.4A ha, capped students served stows 26.6 'percent of the studInts, in
secondary programs, 72.7 percent in ,eleMent,ry'programs; and .7 percent in
preschool programs. . p .

. . 4'
'a ,

1 . , , .

The number, of handicapped students served represented 96.4 Orcent -of Alle
state's' projected goal for she school year. (Refgfence - Education of' r'

HandicappeXhildren, Status Repeft, 1972-73)x,
4

u1

fa.

1

TAE'

rNumber of Students Served
kaitt Special' Education Programs

. Actual Number ,Actual Number
Special Education Served . Served -

Actutl Number. Estimated NuEber
Served to be Served,11,

'. Categorical PrOgrates. 197i-72A, 1972-73 .1973-74 -21 1974-75

Limited Intellectual Capadity '8,424 \8,868 8,669
Emoeibnal/Behavioral ) tm 7,573 8,779
Petceptull/dommunicatNe . 6,903 13,506 11,426 A.5,320

Hearing-fit yicapped 444 522 59R 731
Visually Handicapped 263. 263 356 429
Physically Handicapped f,8 2,139 1,689 2,072

4Spi'ech 1 9 66775 21,552 24,260, 28 296

Total Number of Students 3f,576 ; 4,5,851 t54',476 64,296
Seived by Program.

4i l

(Duplicated Co'unt) V-

"'51418
,t

. Total Individual Students 284200 - 34,388 57106.6
Se6ed. (Unduplicated Count) ,.,

.Peecent of APAE Served . 5.4%a 9,6% 10.9%

(Unduplicated Count) ) (best. )
/

4
ti

ta
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2. Number of Students Not Served

In 1973-74, administrative units reported 12,818 students identifie-dTat
handicapped and in need of special education services which were unavailable
_during the school year. Seventy-three percent of the handicaps were reported
in the speech, perceptual and emotional categories. Table II compares the
number of students serve&pndnot served in special education programs for
the year with the'total number of possible handicapped students based on
incidence figures. established as a"result of the House Bill 1060, 1972,
Incidence Study. The difference consists of students returned to 'regular
education; students no longer in special education because they have
graduated, withdrawn, dropped out, been transferred to another level in
school, or been transferred out because of a change in a temporary health
condition or a temporary court placemen't; firtt year students and others in :

school, but not yet identified., (See Table V for 1973-74 results.)
)

TABLE II

Number of Stdents Served mid Not Served
in Spehial Education Programs

Limited Intellectual
Capacity

Emotional/Behavioral

8,573 435

19,520

7,573 936

House Bill 1060, 1972,

1
Incidence Figures

Served in Programs, 1973-74

Students Assessed and
Identified in 1973-74 as

19,52' Needing Programs, but
Not Served

iiim---Perceptual/Communicative

11,426 .2,783

Hearing Ha dicapped
If s'

Visually Handicapped

Physically Handicapp0

1,689 - 76

SpLech

2,410

599 - 72

D

356 - 44

77] 4,020

33,540

0,u20



Referred to More
Appropriate Programs

3. New Students Assessed, Staffed and Identified as Needing Spea.-al Ed.ication

The total numbers of students referred, assessed, staffed and identified
as needing special education are shown in Table III. The 12,818 students
identified as needing programs, but not served, will enter special education
at the beginning of the next school year, along with those students retained
from the 1973-74 schoolYddr";---(See-Tahle V)

TABLE III

Number of Students Referred= Assessed,
Staffed and Identified as Needing Special Education

Referred

33,845
Referred I.

Action
Alternatives

Action
Alternatives_

Referred to i

Other Programs 117

sessgd

I29,767
Assessed

Action
Alternatives

Referred to
Other Programs

Placed in Special
Educarlon Programs
Along With:
- those retained from

previous year
- those on previous

__yeses waiting list

Not Placed, Either:
- no programs available

identified at
end-of-yeir,

12,818
Identified as keeding

Special Eduoation
Programs

16
5



4. Nature of Services -Rendered

Services to handicapped children. fall within two broad classifications,-
instructional services and support services. Initructional services refer
to those programs which provide educational instruction to handicapped
children in relationship to the edugational,impact of the handicapping
co9dition. The delivery of instructionaservices is provided through a
number of programming alternatives which include itinerant or consultant
services, resource room services, self-contained programs, .de-tention center
programs, work-study, and home-hospital educational services.

Support services include special education administration anirsupervision,
'health services, assessment and consultation services, transportation,

tuition placement, foster home care of students who must be placed,in other
administrative units for educational purposes, special education instructional
materials 'enters and inservide training.

a

Table_IYshows_the number of students jrovided Instructional services by
type of delivery in 1973-74. The table indicates that close to 70.0 percent
of all students in special education received itinerant\or resource room
Services which allowed the major portion of the handicapped student's

, instruction to occur in the regular classroom. For example, the total number
of hours a student spends in school in one year generallras 990. The
table shows that a student served in a special ducation resource room
received services thL-2 for an average of 149.53 hours during the year, or
15.0 percent of his school time. Therefore, 85.0 percent of his instrt.,cti-gi
occurred in the regular classroom.

TABLE IV 14
.

r :

Number of Students and Full-Time Equivalent* (Fe) Spdpts
Served in Delivery Systems -4- . ,

. . ,) ,y.

::neral.t

Coloul sant

.rvice5,
tua.ber of Pa.

st,2. . St q:.

Resooree
Selt.Contatned

Spec.a.

IL1.--
%unber of
',;tu, ,,e.

ill

ct64enis

foctentior

Cont., '

21.R8'....?-r1.1
f

4,11.er. of "FTE

Students Stud_rr

4,10., y

.I.t.4m.aqi(

Aloair.of Fre ..

Cu mote St4CcAS

X006.

tPt >< LA,

8,mber 4,1 71
Student% Stude s

_Room

4,ber of f7t.

St.le--c St44.nis

,RA.
L.nlici int,iltctual Capacity 114 14.02 1.201 311.45 5.159 4.023.96 24 .61 1.431 eee.10 1,e.ond1/3enovlord: 216 11,30 893 175.41 992 ' 397.73 4,883 142.6 198 ,51.01 37.45

/erce.,,a1/Cannune,:atIve
c.c.- ,,iy,:-"ppec4,

2,120
22$

137.0,

10.71
8.412

115

928.72
62.92

746

236

714.20

180.73

60 1151
S

'92 k
23

2 j 16 1.04

.i.,,...y 4.nd.c.pped 535 19 58 38 8.52 2 1 C9 3 .. .08 / .33
,,c1.:y Handicapped 15 3.18 6 Al 710 364.94 1.4j,d/ .35 ' li 5.11, 923 67,38

Ipeecn 24,250 22209 4____

Tota: Served in
.

27.296 427,24

-----

10,687

------

1.613.65 8.411 .5.187.70

--,..Y'

4.94 d.t1.17 1.74'4- 974 7.4: 4.330 100.872
De.ivery Sjo!tins

Percent Served in 001 Very 5.6Z 19.6: 15.41 9.118 3.22 2.4:
5,stems. Exclud.nit Speech

P,rs.1: Ser,ed to Delaary 44.SZ L
Spacch e

J
Average 1.,e4 to Pro4r42.
EwludAnA spe.eh 21.39 24.87 27.76 1:64 28.79 T030

$;,yych Only 21.81

tio.rs Per Leek.

ZNC:u1.A: S;pc,1 t 2.07 5.59 21.58 26.28 18.46 ' 6267
;leach in., .77

crone n Sey24 2,r
Y.ac. secech 65./1 14953 28.84 546.98 75.05

814tc1 Only 5.07

One FTE la eduel to 94) roure
.111 not equal 100 percent duo to rounding

Iv

17

4t7r4.11!46.6641 a.

Catoymisaktioszie

'amber of FTE
Students Studr

8 573 421.1
a.571 1f10.0

11.476 1,355:
.149 471.1

s6,
46897`,-

26AL7 2

.44.47
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5: End-of-Year Status of Students

4t.

1
;

'

Table Vhows the end-of-year status of handicapped students served in
1,973-74. Of the 54,476 handicaps served in special programs, 13,579or

,
14- : ,

24'i9c.percent, were,returned to regular education as no ,longer in need .of %,- I ,

special education services: The reported dropout'rate for, handicapp .d
students served was 1.1 percent, a significantly low figure which may, in

;
part, be due to the 72.0 percent concentration of special education

.

programs in the elementary grades'. ,
-",

.

.

The status of 16.2 percent of the students reported as unclassified is
not known, but would include a large number,of students classified as
temporarily health handicapped in home-hoepital programs, adjudicated
youths in detention centers and transfers to new levels in school where
no programs were available.

TABLE ,V

End-of-Year Status
of Special Education Students Served

Status At End -Of -lear

Number of
Students

'Percent of
Total Served

1. Retained for Next Year 25,060 46.0% '

t

2. Diebissed from Special
. 13,579, '24.9%

'Education - OUjectives ,
TP

Accomplished' ,.

11 f.--

3% Left the Distiict `3,737 6.9%
,

/

''sm-4...raduated frontSchOol, , 1,606 2.9%

. 5: WtEhaPeci.fromProgram_ 1 1,049 . 1.9%

6,. Dropped Out of School ' 593
' 1.1%

**7, Other/Unclassified 8,852 16.2%

54,476

-

TOTAL STUDENTS SERVED
1.

* Refer to Table XXI for further breakdown

..
.1

.

.
.

n-
'**Includes temporarily health handicapped, temporary detention-

.1

-.

placements', and transfers to new levels with no pro gams.,- x,'

)
(

,.-
to:mr*,,

18
a.
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-'SECTION a

t,-

SPECIAL EDUCATION ,INSTRUCTION

-5

1. Number and Type of Staff Employed *

'AND SUPPORT STAFF>

'Summary data for 1973-74 show that fullTtlie equivalent staff members
employed in special education totaled 2,628.3., Of-these positions, .

2,387.6, or 90.8 percent,'qu4lified for state reimbursement under ithe.
Handicapped Children's Educational Act. POsitions may not qualify for
Teimbursementwhen they.are (a) suplArted. from other sAices of revenues,.
(b) .additional po§itions 'aboye the maximum approved fur reimbuisment
by the State', or (c\teld by individuals not meeting Mifikmdm certification
or endotheMent tequir ments.

I I

I

Seventy-three percent of the total special. education staff were instructional
program personnel,..and 2/.0 percent were suhort servijes pei.sonnel. The
distribution of instructional personnel by categorical program and by tie
metladd Of delivery t9 Tch they were assigned' is illustrated: in'
Tabl&VI and' VII.

TALE VI

Relative Distribution of Instructional Personnel
by Program -and Methsao0Delivery

t

Distr4butilon by '

Instructfonal Programs

f ,Tercent of Total
-Special Education Staff

Limited Intetlectual Capacity 24.32 Self-Contained

Perceptual/Communicative 24.1% Resource '

Speech 8.75 Itinerant/Consultant

Physicallyandicabp:Handicapped d 6.414 Work-Study
re

Emotional/Behavioral 5.9% Home-Hospital

,Hearing liAdiaapped .2.75
.

DeteRtion Center

Visually Handiifipped N.9% '

'Distclbuti4byt
Method of Delivery

/Percent of Total
Special Education Staff,

4.7%

4.7%

.5%

13.0%

25.4%

24.6%

414

b
t.

4

).

* Additional informatioh in Appendix B, "Average Salaries Paid.ior Special
Educ4ion'Teachers and Support Stiff and Average Teacher-Student Ratios"



TABLE VII '

Distribution of Special Education FTE Instructional Personnel
hy,,Method of Delivery for Each CategoricilsProgram

=

. 1)
'IelftzeontaLut4 Home- Detention Total FTE Total FTE Total PT!

SVectial Resour6 W4kaggudy Hospital, Center Teachers 'Aides Instil hnal

. ,,s

Class -. Room Oonatant Pro rags plariiie Itsuess Eaployl
.

l

w"
oyed 'St

Niallat

anos

"...
4r. :

5 2.": 7, -

'LimitedtIntellectuar Capacity 423.2 66.3' 6.7 :103.3 I- i '...; ' ...5,144.S' 39.9' 639.4

Pei"4ptual/Comisupicati7

Speech e .

17:0 463.2 .109:-.4 y,...t .7 3.3 4 ' 560.6 73:7 , 634.3

T..0 '- 219.5 .0 225. Ai, 2.7 4228.2

Physically Handicapped 41.6 3.0 1,5 1.0 95.9 1'4.0' 25.It' ', 168.6

Emotiooal/Behavioaal 57.1 1 i 29.3 5.0 5.0 23,3 11.1 1.30,:8 25.2

HeinsHandicapped, . ' 37.5 10.5 0378 k 4' 2.a .-.0. 63.8 6.0

;156.0

,69.8

yipatly HandicsAd 5.0 1.1:8 j0 A_ 21.8 . , 1.6 23.4

TOTAL TEACHERS /576',4 583.3. 331.7 120.0
---.
122.5 11.1 1,74119 -0- . '

pi . le

647J
'12.5 4.6, -0- 2.0 ,7--o- 174.7

.."----

,

1
TOTAL AIDES'" w ' 92.1` 0:64!..?,

TOTAL4KSTRUCTIORAL STAPP 14.2 124.6 N 122.5 12.1 1,)44.9 174.7 ",, 1,919.5'0 668.4
'3

*.Refer topasdicappettpildrsn's tdocationaT'ActtRoimbursement Analysia, 1973-74", Appendix et for further information on reimbursed pa
and "Reimbursable Coin Under the Handicapped Caldren's educational Act", Appendix D, which distritutt% staff according to area of
endAsesant I

** Includes staff fail botht eemotionalibehavioral and tercepLual/comgrea ive categorical pabgrams

1
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TABLE VII

c;*

Distribution 'of Special, Education FTC Instruct,ional'Personnel
by.Method of Delivery for Each Categorical Program

4

ti

,

(
, ,. * Total FIE

f-Conteined it... Room* °Distention Total FTE Total FTE Total Flr.... Total 11E lastructiorol Staff
**alai .Resource icinerane: Work-Study Hoxpital Center Teachers Aides Imstructional Teachers Approved State Approved
Class Roos :Colpultant Programs Progreso promml Employed Employed Staff and Reimbursed and Wtimbursed

4!'".. Y ...
. II (

2
' - 7 \

66.3 . 6.7 , 201'.3 599.5 39.9 1-39:6 ..',.639.4..

7.0 4. :463A-1 69.4 4 7.7 560.6 \ .73../e 1134.3

607%5

724.4 **

1.0 05.9'

3.3
.....1.

225.5 R4i7 4.
(

.143.0 v16.6ai

228.2
, . .

224.7

' 107.8 .. - ...* 3.4

625.5

227.4

4l.6 63.00 ::: ''

' 57:1 29.3 5.0 59 ' 23.3 1;l1 130.8 4. 25.2

168.6

156.0 OTotalAncludedyit/ e

37.5 10:5 13.8 , .2.0 63.8 6.0 69.8
P/C dltegory above,)

° 66

5.0 15.8' 1.0 21.8 '1.6 23.4 21.3 1. , 214
k

576.3 583.3. 331.7 . 120.6 122.5. t' 11.1 .1,744.9 ....0.....

`;
1,647.0,

A
-..,

92.1 ' '64.5 12.5 4.6 -0- 1.0 =0- 174.7, "...421

668.4 647.8 344.2 124.6 122.5 12.1 1,744.9 174.7 1,919.5 1,81,9
v

I

1,812,9

1

Educational Act Reimbursemtnt Analysis, 1973-74", Appendix C, for further informaxionom reimbursed personnel,
the Handicapped Children's Educational Act", Appendix Do which distributes staff accordingrto.aret of

tional/behavioral tad perceptual/communicative categorical ptogOs

-
ti

b

A

9

:
ti

a

.1

'0

.1

q.

a'
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Support personnel were employed by the administrative units to provide
the services which supplethent the special education instructional T?rograms.
A total of 708,9 full-time equivalent support staff were'reported by the
administrative units. Support personnel were distributed among the six
basic services shown in'Table

TABLE VIII

Distribution. of Special EduCation
FTE Support staff by Serliice Area-

,

.
. , .

Total FTE - Total*FTE Petcent of Total
Support Steff Support,Staff State Special Education

Employed Approved add Reimbursed* Staff

Support See/Ices
,.:-

266.5
** (50.8)

181.3

24.7

41.8

8,45

14.9

'

A

*** 293.5

6/3.;

52.6
*** 29.3

35.0

8.8

10.1%

6.9Z

2.1%'
, .8%

1.6%

.3%

.6%

o
,Asiessment/Conitatation

(psychologists, social workers,',
audiologists)

Health
' (nurses, occupational therapists,

physical
-

physical therapists, sychiatrists)

klministration
directors, ,assistant directors,
supervisors.

-

Specialty Training
(music;isrt, home economics,
physical education, indutitrialarts)

Inservice for SpeciX1 Educators
.(inservice coordinators)

Instructional Materials Centers
(IMC coordinators) 4

TOTAIbIFTE CERTIFIED STAFF

Non-Certified (aides)
Secretaries

TOTAL FTE SUPPORTr AFF

,91.7

13.2
104.0

481.7

-7.2

22.4%

.5%

4.0%

.708:9

1

26.9%

J

Refer to "Handicapped.rhildren!AEdunational Act Reimbursement Analysii, 1973-74", Appendix C,
for. furfher information_.

Additionaltiaff on tontracts'with agencies, but not included in t<stal
Includes staff emplby by district and those on contracts
Includes some inse co coordinators add some IMC coordinators

.

(

et
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2. Time Distribution of Activities ,

Special, education teachers reported that nearly two-thirds Of their time was
spent in direct.instructional activities. Thepremaininikilie was used to
carry out those functions which are necessary for the ef cti4e delivery of
services to students with halidicaliping.conditions. Table IX,shows the
percent of time allocated to specific activities of spec,ial 'education.
Tabl'e X shoeS the time distributiOn in special education activities reported.
by psychologists, social workers and nurses.

TABLE IX

-Time Distribution
of Special Education Teachers

Functions

Self-Contained

Percent of '

Time Spent

Resource

Percept of
Time Spent

Itiherantiroa'sultant

Percent of
Time SentSp

'

Instructing
Assessing Students
Staffings
Consulting with Parepts
Consulting with Staff
Planning and Management
Inservice Instructing
Traveling
Other

66.0%

2.1%

3.9%
44.4%
16.8%
1.0%
.4%

1.3%

62.8%

7.6%
2.9%
3.3%
6.4%

12.5%
1.2%
.7%

1.7%

61.4%
8.4%

-.2.8%

-3.6%

.6.0%

9.3%
1.3%
4.4%
2.0%

S.

TABLE X

Time Distribution of Psychologists;.
Social Workers and Nurses'for Special Education

Fudctions

Assessing Students
Consulting. with Staff
Staffings
Consulting with Parents

4

Psychologists

Percent of
Time Spent

L33.618.6%
12.2%
10.9%

Services to Students 8.1%

Traveling 5.0%

Planning and Managing 3.4%

Inservice Instructing 2.0%

Materials Development 1.0%

Health .1%

Other 4.6%

Social Workers

Percent of
'Time 'Spent

Nurses

Percent of

Time
Spent

c'
11.1% 19.9%
21.3% '11:9%

9.9% 11.2% .

).8.4 12.3%-
15.1% 1.6%
3.9% 4.6%
2.3% 2.9%

1.4% 1.6%

1.3% 1.9%

.4% 26.9%
1.3% 4.6 %'

-t%
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1. Direct Special Education Costs

, .
. -. ;

I
Direct special education costs are those whi'cliare incurred due to the
provision of .special education services. These include both the direct
special education support services and the direst special education
instructional programs. They do not include the attributiable costs for

14regular education programs in.which h dicapped students participat:t. .

Direct special education costs for 197 -74.were:1%1 percent of the total
general operating expenditures of'Colorado's school districts.*

SECTION III

s

SPECIAL EDUCATION COSTS AND REVENUES,:

c 4- .

TABLE XI

Direct Special Education Expenditures in ,Relation to -
All Other General Operating Expenditures

4-5.12
Direct

Special Education Costa't,,,

All Other
. General Operating Expenditures

4

9

*_Based on estimated total general operating expendit,are'd fok the school
year 1973-74 of $577:791,39. Actual amount was not available at the
time'this report was printed.

t
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The total direct cost'of special education for 1973-74 was.$29,343,648.
Si"xty-five percent of the cost for special education can be attributed
to instructional programs. Thirty-five percent of the cost was for
support services.

TABLE XII.

Direct Special Education Cost

S.

Direct.
Special Education Cost

$29,343,648

Special Education
Instructional
Programs
(65%)

$18,994,019

Special Education
Support Services.

(35%)

Total Cost of
Educating Handicapped Studer

1.
10.

.1k

"16

Regular V.Jutatien

Costs for
Edacalin

Handicapped
Students

2

14

N.

7

at

18,

I.



The total direct special education cost, which includes thosq for
instructional programs and support services, is dAtributed in
Table XIII among the seven special.education categorical, programs.
The cost per student in each category is provided in the last column.

TABLE XIII

* Instructionaliond Support Costs
for Students Served in Each*Category of Handicap

Programs

Number
Served

Direct Special Education

Instructional
Cost

DirectSpecial Education
Support Service

Cost

Direct Special Educition

Per Student
Cost

. .

Limited Intellectual Capacity 8473 $ 6,538,433 $ 6,303,072 $1,497.90

Emotional/Behavioral 2,690 1,607,637 971,036 958.61

Detention Center 4,883 139,554 --- 28.58

PerceptualtCpamunicative 11,426 6,086,104 1,784,794 688.85

Hearing Handicapped 599 758,329 343,044 1,838.68

Visually Handicapped 356 291,145 34,402 914.45

Physically /Multiply Handicapped 1,689 1,073,992 596,964 989.31

Speech 24,260 2.498,820 316,317 116.04

TOTALS 54,476 113.994,019

-----L---

$10,349,629

* Refer to "Special, Education Instructional Coot by Category and Delivery Method", Appendix lf,and "Per Student
Instructional Cost by Delivery Method for Bach Categorical Program", Appendix

The $10,349,629 support service cost for special education, as distributed
in. Table XIII lo each of the programs, was fof those services in the areas
listed below.

TABLE XIV

Direct Special Education Costs
for Support Services

Service Cost

Percent of
Total Direct

Special Education
Cost

Assessment and Consultation $ 4,497,116 15.3%

Administration and Supervision 2,231,494 7.62 ,

Health 1,853,260 6.3%

Transportation 841,212 2.8%

* Specialty.Tra/lning <
.

480,646 1.6%

Inservice for Special Educators 298,793 1.0%

Instructional Materials Cehteis 147,108 .5%

TOTAL $10,749,629'

* includes music, act, adaptive physical education, home economics and
industrial arts for special education students

15
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2. Total Attributable Cost for Special Education Students

The total attributable cost of educating handicapped students is defined
as the sum of regular and special education costs for providing education
services for handicapped students. The total includes the direct special
education costs for special instructional programS and support services,
and the costs,of the students' regdlar education program according to the
ratio of they are served in the regular educational program.

Table XV shows that 38.0 percent of the cost of educating handicapped
students is attributable directly to special education, while 62.0 percent
of the cost is attributable to regular educdtion.

TABLE XV

Total, Attributable Cost,
for Educating Handicapped Students

5.

Direct
Special Education

Cost
(38%),

Total

.$77,494,118

Regular Education
Cost for Educating

Handicapped Students
(62%)

7,

16
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The attributable costlier educating handicapped students by type of program
`75.s displayed in "hle XVI. The cost includes those incurred in providing'

e. handicapped students with special education pkograms and with regular
education programs, prorated according to--the time spent in each.

4 '
, .

TABLE XVI

Total Attributable Costs
for Educating Handicapped Stud'Ants

y Categoribal Program

ram
/Number
Served

Total
At utable-

Cost
Per 'Student.

Cost

Intellectual 'Capacity
GYM

Emotional/Behavioral
i-

8,573

7;573

$16,306,332

1 8,898,926

$1,902

1,1475

PerseptuaI/Communicative 11,426 18,658, 0 11,633

599 1,468,0 2,450rearini.Handicapped

'Visually Handicapped 669029 1,881

PhysicallN/Multiply Handicapped 1,68R 1,711

Speech 24,26O 28,601,883. 1,178

.TOTALS' 54,476 $77,494,118

,1

Y
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3. Revenue ~Sources for 'the Education of Handicapped Students

The total 'direct cost -of special- education, fo-r-both instructional programs'
and special support services, was supported by.i,evenues fromrfederal,istate
and local sources in the proportions reported in Table XVII.

,TABLE XVII

Repues in Support of,D4irett Special Education Cost '4'
for Educating Handicapped Students

Revenues in Support
of Direct Cost
$29,343,648

State
(48.3%)

Federal
(6.9X)

Local
(44.9%)

Total Costs of

Educating Handicapped Students

r.

18

1



The total attributable cost for haddicaPp0 students during 1973-74 was
supported by revenues from federal, state and local'sources in the
propoitions illustrated J,n Table XVIII. Fifty-one and eight-tenths percent
of the cost for educating handicapped students regular and special
education programs was provided by local funds.'

TABLE XVIII'.

0
Revenues in Support of the Total Attributable COst

for Educating Handicapped Stildentd

Local
(51.8%)

Total
877,494,118

t

N Federal
(2.6%)

$40,137,492 $35,335,147 State
(45.61

19 dO

4
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4. Limitations Test*

,

C.R.S. 123-22-14(3) declares that reimbursements madeCtoldministraCtive
units under the Handicapped Children's Educational Act ihall.not exceed
100 percent of the attributable student cost when thkreimbursementarare
combined with all other applicable federal, state, local and private."
resources. Table XIX shows that the combined revenuee received for
educating handicapped students in Colorado did not exceed the total
attributable cost. After preliminary analysis by the Department, it
appears that two of the administrative units may have received revenues
in excess of their reported total attributable cost for special education
students. At the time of this report, further study of the individual
units' revenues in comparison to costs is being conducted.

TABLE XIX

Comparison of Reirenues Received in Support of
Educating Handicapped Students

with the Total Attributable Cost

Revenues Received Total Attributable Cost

Federal $ 2,021,419 Direct Special Education $29,343,648

State Cost

HCEA 14,160,316 Regular Education Cost for 48,150,470
Foundation Act 21,174,.831 Educating Handicapped

Local 40,137,492
Students

Private -0-

TOTAL
TOTAL REVENUES $77,494,118 . ATTRIBUTABLE COST - $77,494,118

The Rules for the Administration of the Handicapped Children's Educational
Act, 2220-R-12.02(2), states that the local district contribution, per
student must not be less than the amount received by the general fund
property tax per student. Analysis by the Department showed that
administrative units should have provided minimum local contributions in
support of the education of handicapped students during 1973-74 of
$25,956,066. Actual local contributions totaled $40,137,492 well above
the minimum required.

* Refer to "Revenue, Cost and Reimbursement Analysis for Special Education,
1973-74", Appendix F

20 &)
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5. Reimbursement to Administrative Units

. I. .

As illustrated in the following tables the adminksftative units were ('

,reimbursed for 48:3 percent of the totaldirect costs, of,.$29,343,648 .:..I

incurred forthe education of handicapped students.' Only a portion of
the total direct cost becOmes eligible for reimbursement under the r

provisions in the lindicapped Children's Educational Act, C.R.S: 123-22-14.
Of the costs which were eligible and approved by the Department, the *
$14,160,316 legislative.apiAopriation met 73.8 percent of the'r:14ms which
units were actuAlly entitled to receive: 1 --ge-e- .k.s -,1-.-

1 X4 ; -':,,f

TABLE XX

Reimbursements to Administrative2-Units Under the
, Handitgpped,chillTen's Educational Act

Amount Appropriated and DiS.tributed to

,AdalinTstrative Units
,

1/
Total Direct Cost of Special Education

A
Amount_Eligiblejor Reimbursement

Amooni Approved by the,DepartM ent

forReimbursement Y%

-

N.'411

$14,160,31.6

Percent
. Reimbursed

,F$29,343,648

$24,136,610.

1 $19,199;723 - ,

/ 4

21
/97 0 4

.

(

48.3X

58.7X:

73,8%

S

it

1

J

s

ti
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SECTION-IV

QUALITATIVE EVAIYIATION
OF SPECIAL =EDU&TION SERVICES PRRVIDED

L..Percentages of Students Dismissed with Objectives Accomplished
,

Program outcome information received. trom A.e local administrative units
indicates that of the total number of students served In special education
programs during 1974-74, 24.9 percentoof the students served were 'dismissed)
having accomplished th±r objectives. Not all handicapping conditions can
*Je remediated, but special education programs-can be effective in helping
most students learn to Compensate for such conditions. The percentages- of
special education stuabilts rporte& at the end of the school year to have
been returned to regular education and those retained for the next school
year are shown in Table XN4. .

;-
e

a

TABLE xxf

Percent,ot Special Education Students
Dismissed with Objectives Accomplished
or 'Retained.for the Following Year 4

1

Limed intellectual Capacity

Emotional/Behavioral.

Detention Center

Perc4ptual/Communicative

Hearing Handicapped

Yigually 'Handicapped

Pysidlilly/Multiply Handicapped

Speech

4 TOTALS

Dismiqsed with--
Total Number ObjeCtives Percent

Served Accomplished Retained

b.

8,573 5:6% 67.4%

2,690 29.8% 42.8%

4,883 N/A N/A

11,426 25.8% 54.0%

599 . 8.7% 76.5%

356 2:5% 80.3%

1,689 57.6% 20.9%

24,260 34.0% 45.2%

54,476 24.9% 46.0%

The remaining 29.1 Percent. not accounted for above either left the district,
1,graduated, withdrew, dropped out of school, or no longer needed temporary

services. (See Table V, Section I)

tx,
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2.*: Reports of Student Progress
, . .

. .
k-

%
. ,.

Twenty-three. of the administrative units submitted data, on'theprogress ,"

students made during the 1973-74 school year. Since this was-the first year
a request was made for summary information on student progress to be
reported to the.Department, the method for reporting molts was flexible and
left to the discretion of the lodal Unit. ,

,

Measures of student progress currently used within administrative units
vary, and the reports received included results determined. by:
(a) standardized tests, (b) teacher-made tests, (c) accomplishments on
individual student objectives, (d) observations, (c) checklists, and
(f) rating scalds. The most appropriate and preferred method for serving
'the student and for determining the effectiveness' of his specialeducation
program is by: (a) initially identifying the special objectives he needs
to accomplish during the school year, and (b) assessing whether or not he
accomplished the objectives. tliis method of studenassessment, although
the Most valuable, is in its beginning stages in most of theiadministrative
units and does not yet lend itself to making summary statements regarding
student progress.

q.

Considerable progress is teing made in all of the administrative units '

toward the development of special education program and student objectives
as a part of.the impleMentation of the process required in the Accountability.
Act of 1971. With assistance from the Department, an increase will occur in
the level of sophistication within the local units to assess student
progress based on individdal objectives and other appropriate methods.
Copies of the reports submitted are on file in the Department of Education,.
Special Education Services Unit.

3. Reports of Follow-E2 Studies of Graduates from Special Education

Two of' the administrative units - Jefferson #R-1 and Denver 4i.- completed
follow-up studies of graduates from special education programt. The purpose
of the studies was to identify, based on the graduates.' responses, the
benefits gained as students through their participation in a special education
work-study program and to determine where the programs were effective and
.where they might be improved.

The study conducted by Jefferson County made inquiries of a random sample
of special-education graduates from the years of 1965 through 1973.
Results of ehe study showed:* (a) 84.0 percent of the male graduates are
working, and 81.0 percent of the female graduates-are working, (b) 73.0 percent
are working 35 hours a week or more, and (c) 35.0 percent are earning more than
$3.00 per hour.

Denver district staff completed a follow-up study of special education
students who graduate during the 1969-7Q school year. Results of the
study include: (a) 67.7 percent are employed full-time, with an additional
3.1 percent employed part-time, and (b) 26.2 percent reported that their job
training received in school helped them in getting theiAbbs.

'id
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Both studies reported that the graduates most frequently indicated that
1

,:. more training in speeffic j'b skills, and the basic core subjects of readjhg

.
1 and mathemliCs would'have teen desirable. Requests for addirtOnal f l,

. information on these studies should.be addressed to the localunits. :I,'

'.2.

.,

It is expected that withiassistance-from the Department, other administrative
unit's will begin to conduct follow-up studies of their special education 1 ':'

graduates during'the next school year. - ,"
'$

.--

i 4
,,, .- ,

:i

,,

!'/
4. On-Site Visitations

....k.

, ,

Two administrative units, together representing 22 sdhiael disittictath,
Northwest Board 'of 'Cooperative Services, with offices 4)-§444oat SgiAns

e' 3,4k 1

and the South Central Board of Cooperative Services 47ith od,ices in 11401o); ,,'

were visited by Department sponsored teams of professionalg.d4ing the°, -,.. ; Z

1973-74school year. The purposeof,the visitaiionsSiap.X? Obtain more., ..yr .:1

in-depth information onthe local operation of specialI4uoa44on programs_ .

so that pro grad quality could be assessed, legal compliance determiluid, atilei:'' ..

assistance and direction piovided to the units in the areas ybere itAas A.- 1,,
if f- :' :/. .4most needed. ,

, .. o ,

. -
,,, 5 , , . -

, ,,
, r

,, Ji.

Findings of the ti.io visitations identified the common ateas,nhere
improvement was-needed and/or where legal complianceUas in4question% .

.These areas related to management and administrative ftocedures; aspects '.

Alf the service delivery process,such as staffings, personnel utiliiStion
and communication; and integration with regular education., 6.

.0 Following the visitation, specific recommendations were given to the local,
staff in the units visited, and direct follow-up'assistance was provided
in p ,riority areas-of need. Changes which have taken place in the units
since the visitation are used as indicators of the'continuous progress_all
units in Colorado are making toward the provision of quality special-
education programs. Changes have occurred in the two administrative units
in each of the areas identified above and have resulted in management'
procedures and programs which are better organized, more comprehensive and
in compliance with all legal requirements.

An on-site,visitation to every admihistr..ive unit in Colorado will occur
by the end of the 1976-7 school year.* As with this past year's results,.
it is expected that the on-site v4'4's will have extensive impact in
causing positive change in, special education programs to occur and, therefore,

' improved quality ill the delivery, of services to the students in Colorado.,

Copies of the visitation reports are on file with the Departhent of Education,
,Special Education Services Unit. Also available are the procedural guidelines
which are followed in conducting an on-site visit to a Special education
administrative unit.

* See 1974-75 schedule of on-site visitations, Appendix G
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.
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le Program Impact
4 .

s

-
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A

Inservice prdtr,ms were coiatIctect by 14.1 administrative

. 27 14Caldistrieta,and,.14 boards of cooperative services. One

partic4pated wli.th .a:.bdtird of cooperative-eervices, leaving one

43 whit t. did 4C .Participate in'the

This included
unit
unit of the

The,erid=of-the year repoits indicate that 9,545 individuals participated

. the'program. The..Eatrhicipants included teachers, support staff personnel,

adminiscxators and aiabs, ag illusttaped in the following table.
)

TABLE XXII

Inservice Participanti.

Regular Classroom Teachers 1 6,566
1

Special Education Teachers '960 '&10.12

Support Staff

Administrators

I 944

Aides '4101

7.02

e

4.37.

9.92
,

68'.8%

. .

Of the 6,575 teachers served brIthe inserviee programs, 67.1 percent were
elementary teaaers,#nd 31,9 percent were secondary teachers, while,only
.9 perceftt repregented preschoollevel programs. Further analysis of'the .,
administrative unit reports shows that the'-inservice partiCipants were in
contact with nearly 34.0 percent of the state's student population.

, .,

TALE XXLII

Regular Classroom Teachers Served and Not Served
by Inservice Programs

Level

Teachers
Served

Stara
Totals

Teachers
Mot Served

Preschool 62 S3 21

2,502 5,595 3,093

4-6 1,912 5,328 3,416

7-9 1,240 7,193 5.953

10-12 850 8,258 7.399

TOTALS 6,566, 26,457 19,882

27
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2. ,Quality and Value of the Inservice

The partiOpants were asked to respond to an instrument designed to agsess
the effectiveness of the inservice programs. For t 'he most part, these
reactions indicate that the inservice was well received by the participants.

TABLE XXIV a

Participants' Response to
Quality and Value of Inservice Programs

.

Questions Poor Good E'scellCnt

Quality 0
1

Interest Level
.

9.0% 21.0% 70.0%

Length of Time for Training , 22.2% 32.4% 4'5,4%

Effectiveness of Instrdctional Methods 13.8% 28.8% 57.4%

Appropriateness of Method Used to 18.5% 36.2% 45.3%
Astess the Inservice .

2,

Value to Participants

Value to Participant as a Teacher; 11.5% 19.9% 68.6%

Accomplishment vt Objectives, 11.1% 31.2% 57.7%

. .

28
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3.- 40bjectives, Needs 'and Growth'
.-,

A

.

. .

Regarding the reactichis of paiticipants to the objectives pursued in the
ifiservice training, it'is signifftant to note that, whereas a high

:percentage (66:7 - 84.7 percent) of the participants' reported growth in

' skills, related to the nblpcNveS,,aihigh degree(67.4 - 87.6 percent) also
reported' the:fteeior more inserrfce rej:ated to these specific objectives.

.

-(SeeTableXIII) : .-.. 4

--

.

N... ,.:

.. it.

.
,4-

TABLE XXV ,:

- Accomplishments Made by the Participants
i'and Reactions td Additional Need's

,

Toeic /06jectlyes ,

Z1.
)

f

Mustier of

terttelpooto

Pomo of
Participants Who

. I.ccompliohluiObjoettroo

Percept of
'midis/its loportIllOood

for Moro taut-ties
Os Seale of 0-3

fortIcfpoPersc:: pco::Ing Growth

in Skills.
Ow Seals of 0-3 .

A. Overview of Special Education
1. Identilication'oCilanjicapped Student .
2.- Effects of Handicaps on Learning
3, Role of.Special Education Service,

8. Special Educat OProgram Development,

8,659
6,592 .7/

8 746. .4

'4,922
4,484
6,695

.

5,477
8;017 '
-2,625

2,561

3472'

. 8,752

'

6,025 V

4,338 .

7,717

6,896

.

1

...4

4

:).

.

..

70.0%
70.0%
75.0%

64.0%

67.0%
69.0%

*67.0%
71.0%
68.0%
64.0%

6 'Z.0%

l'

67.02

P',.0%

68.0%

-'

68.0%

68.0%

.

4.

.
`.

s

er

..,

..

....?

.

...,

77.4%
80.6%

78.52

81.8%
67:4%
82.6%

4

74.8%
114.7r ,

88.6%
80.2%

85.82

:.

87.6%
.

86.4%

,
84.2%

a
.-,.....I.

83.0%'

-

..)

I

.

44.

A

,

.

'

84.7%
85.1%
82.22

.

74.0%
74.6%
72.7r

73.0%
77.9%

68.1%
:66.7%

71.2%

76.7%

710%

".

73.3%

71.9%

.-

/

a. Use of Scree log Instruments .

4 2. Referral,Procedures
3. Determining Student's Need through ,

Assessment Instruments and Other Methods
4.. Staffing Function and Team Pfocedures
5. Hodification.of Emitting Programs
6. Student ProgressEvaluation
7. Preparation of Information foe

StaffingTeem'.
8. Vtitizing Evaluation Information to

improve Programs

C. Special instructional Skills
1. instuiTinal Techniques and Methods

' for Students with Special Needi

2. instructional Materials or Equipment .

3. EffeetiveUtilization of Outside,

Resources
4. Methods ofCroup and Individual

Student Management

D. PositiAttitudinal Change of .

Particip nts Toyard Handicspped Students
oo

-

u

.29 V
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4. Final
4
Expenditures

,

The expenditures for'the 193:74 inservice pibgramg' throughout the state
total $1,843,113.05. Of ihis,amount, $1,474,490.44 Was provided by the
,state and.$368,642:61 was'provided by th& local administrative units.
(See Table XXIV)( With the le "islative funding for inservice programs
occurring just prior to the beginning of the 4scal year, most administrative
units were unable to prepare for, and implement the programs until after
January 1, 1974.,% As a regult, $525;509 of the money earmarked for inservice

' was not sprint and will be returned.

c

/

l

TABLE XXVI

Financial agmmary of
Inservice for Regular Classroom Teachers

4

Allocations

St4 of Colorado Allocation

vir

Approved by Departientof.Education
-AA- Unit Expenditures :

$2,000,000.00

1,E10,907.09

Unallocated or Unclaimed $ 189,092.91

Usage k

Approved $1,810,907409

Amount Expended by Administrative Units 1,474 490.44-

Approved, but Unexpended $ 336,416.65

Expended In State

State Monies - 80 Percent

Local Match - 20 Percent

Total

Total Unexpended Funds

Unallocated or Unclaimed

Approved, but Unexpegded

Total

o'

11,474,490.44

+ 368,622.61
y .

$1,843,113.05

$1.189,092.91

* 336,;436.65

.$..525,509.56

30
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KIDYEAWSTATUS REPORT:

, ,
Purpose -.(.. .

"*.

The purpose of the midyear report'is-to provide current and relevant

. information. cil the status of special education subsequent to House:-Bill 1164*
enacted bY-the,Forty.-Ninth Colorado General Assembly.' .

Approach

This section responds to the following legislativeprovisiOns Of the
Handicapped Children's Educational Act; CA:S..123-2.2v revi4ed,"197,3:

. 4

1. 12-3-22,-2 °Requiring.services to'hpdicaplied children in .

. regular classrooms wherever practicar ,

..

2. 123-22-3(5) 'Allowing preschool programir for the handicapped
.

and providing for the establishment Of guidelines
for the identification of handicapped children-

123.1.22-4(1)

i. 123- 22 -4(2)

, s
.

Requiring rules for the.administrati6n of.thet
to be adopted by -the State Board'of Education

Requiring a State Advisory' Committee for Special
Education

5 . 123-22-4 (4)

6. 123-22-5

7: 123-22-6(1)

ti

8. 1231-22-6(2)s

9. la-22-6(3)

lq. 123-22-6(5)

11. 123-22-14(1)-(c) (
1.

12. Other,

, t Requiring -state, data and infothatiOn system on

chTidren;,.PersOnn41.;.costs and, revenues '

: , .,.
.

Establishing provision 'fora staee depository a (
.retrieval network for Visually ed helr:41 .

handicapped ctaldreri
'(

Establishing proviSior or the A4velopmenV Of
special aducaelon.adm ,.:restive units O..

.
. , ..

Requiring speCiai education plans forill*
administrative unit6 . .-

Requiring services to
-by, July 1, 1975

all handicapped children

, .

.-, .

Requiring that each.adminitrative unit *ploy
a qualified director 4 -special education .

..

Providing for.inservice,tFaining of regular'
classrOom teactl'ers.to provide spetial edpcation
services within.regulat Classrooms

Supplemental requests for 19 ?4 -75

14-1.
-

33' .



Status Report

1. 'levirinesServices dr'HandicapPed Children in Regular Clagerooms
Wherever Practical (123 -22 -2)

e

-The public schdols'in .Colorado have traditionally p rovided! basic
program, services to handicapped-children trough special education
.tinerant andresource rdom programming concepts. The practice has
been ftpanded since the 1973',1egislative revisions to the Handicapped'

.
Children's Educational At to include'most 'severely handicapped'
'children who were previously provided special-education 'serVices,

self - contained programs. The extent to' which handicapped
chil en ere providedoeducational servicesOat the'reAular classrooms
may be judged by comparing the handicapped students served in 1973-74

.with ehe average hours per week in special education.programs as
described in this report:

.

: -

Preschool Programs and Child Identification Guidelines 1123-22-3(5)]

'Although a few administrative units have initiated presc, al programs,-
the. establishment of preschoolprograms-by administrative units hasp
been.seriously impeded due to the limitations of'available personnel,
fiscal.resourees, and the absence ofan adequate needs assessment
study of peschool children.., Colorado has joined a selected group of
Mates for the development of a needs assessment study of preschool
program'needs. Plans or implementing the study ate under development.
The study in Coloido will be augmented.with technical assistance
s4plied-through federal government_fundj.ng.

Child' assessment guidelinel for the identification of handicapped
:hildren and the placementql, these children.in special education
prcgfams have been established by the Department. In an effort to
improve the quality of,the guidelines for the identification of
handicapped children and procedures for program development, the
Department-has initiated plans for a mid-western state study into
the identification and placement procedures for handicapped children.
Tbis study=will he directed by thePState_of_ Colorado and will include,
alOng with five-Aber states, the,partiapation of theLBueau of
Indian Affairs. qlle'_prCie-Efed.completion date for the st4dy is
March',111975.. The study will be,followed by .a ten-month series of
training sessions for child assessment personnel in all 43 special
edtation administrative units in Colorado. (Available documents -
Runs for the aministration of the Handicapped Children's Educational
Act and PtCcedures for Diagnosing Handicapped Children)

3; Special Education Rules 1123122-4(1H

State Rules were adopted by. the State Board of Education on
October 15,=.19/3 These Rules were revised in 1974 and adopted
by the Board on September 9, 1974, and approvedby the
Attoraey;General:on October 11, 1974.. (Available document - '

Rules fbt the Administration of the Handicapped Children's
Educational. Act, 1974) .

4')r4
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4. State Advisory Committee for Special Education [123-22-4(2)]

Eighteen members have been appointed to the State Advisory Committee
for SpeCial Education by the State Board of Education. The selection
of members was distributed to insure representation from rural and
urban school districts, higher education, other' state agencies, and

. the general public.

5. Data and Information System [123- 22 -4(4)]

The data information system developed by the Department is composed
of the following:

a. Administrative unit plans approved by the Department and
maintained for monitoring and supervision

b. Annual applications for program approvals
c. Alinual applications and reports of program activities
d. State lirected on:-.site team visitations to 33 percent of all

administrative uaits Annually
e. State ditected on-site consultant visitations to selected

administrative units

The data system is designed to provide,student, personnel, cost,
revenue, evaluation and statutpry compliance management information.

6. State Depository and Retrieval Network for.Visually and Hearing
Handicapped Children.(123-22-5)

' The Department has established the depository and retrieval system as
required by law. The network for the hearing handicapped, which was
delayed for implementation until July 1, 1974, will be fully operational
by July 1, 1975. A cost analysis of the network for the visually --

handicapped, which has been fullyOpeiationarfor three years, maintkins
an annual savings to local districts of over $500,000. The state cost
for the program in 1973-74 was $56,408.

7. Status of Administrative Units [123-22-6(1)]

In 1973, the Department approved 43 special educationadministrative
units to provide services to all school districts in Colorado. Seven
of those school districts and one board of cooperative servic s were
provided conditional approval to June 30, 1974, subject to a demonstrated
ability to provide comprehensive services to,handicapped children within /
,their administrative units. The eight conditional approvals have been
extended to July 1, 1975, for purposes of additional evaluation by the
Department .before final._ approval is granted.

Three districts have requested"variances, due to geographical and
Population constraints, to contract services through larger neighboring
administrative units. Those districts - Hinsdale 11Re-1, Mesa 09Jt,
and Mesa 1150 - have been approved for variances by the Department.

43
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8. Administrative Unit Plans [123-22-6(2)]

Forty-three approved special education plans have been submitted to
the Department of Education. Copies of those plans are available
for review in the Special Education Services Unit of the Department.

9. Services to All Handicapped Children by July 1, 1975 [123-22-6(3)]

t

In the 1973-74 school year, districts provided 61 percent of the
estimated programs necessary to provide comprehensive services to
handicapped children in the public schools. P-ojection estimates
based upon administrative unit applications indicate that,78,5 percent 4

. of the estimated progtams needed will be supplied in 1974 -75: r
Projections for 1975-76, the designated year for full implementation-,
indicate that 89.5 percent of the estimated programs will be-
operational.

Two constraining factors have impeded the dedicated efforts of
administrative units to establish 100 percent of the program'needs
in Colorado public schools. ThOse constraints have been the,
availability of personnel and funds. Critical shortages. of
psychologists, teachers endorsed in perception, language and,'
behavior; and school social workers have significantly affected

:;program development. .

I

10. Directors of Special Education [123-22-6(5)]

Fprty-threedmin4.strative units haVe employed directors of special
education. Qualification standards for directors are being reviewed
by the Department and inatitutions'of higher education.

11. Inaervice Training of Regular.Classroom Teachers [123-22-14(1c)(v)]

Ail but One administrat,ive uniChave received condition41 approval on
this year's inservlce program. One unit has not completed an
epplication, and one unit is in the process-of rewriting its plan.
Sixteen units have'received approyal far supplemental programs.

e
Anticipated participant ndmbers; based on district inservice plan

rA

projections, are:

I

Teachers
Aides

16,493
824'.

Support Staff 965-
Administrators 952

Miscellaneous 80

and Parents 0

TOTAL 19,312

36 '
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12. Supplemental Requests for 1974-75

During the 1974 legislative session, an appropriation of $19,378,528
for special education programs, plus an additional $222,640 for
personnel_trave4 was established to provide the-1974-75 state share/
of fiscal support for special education programs in the public
schools. The principle underlying 'the appropriation of 19.4 million
dollars was to fully fUnd, within the statutory Limitations ,of
C.R.S. 123-22, special education services conducted during the
1973-74 school year, which were estimated by the Joint Budget/
Committee to accrue at that level. (Actual claims as approved by the
Department for 1973-74 reported a state share of $19,199,74>

The Department of Education was instructed to present to the
Legislature in 1975 a request for a supplemental appropriation which,
when added to the initial appropriation, would fully fund public
school programs for the handicapped conducted during /the 1974-75
school year. The request for a supplemental appropriation would be
accompanied by a more current compilation of data than was available
at the time of the initial appropriation.

The following report and request for supplemental appropriations
for state support of programs cc,....-:luctcd under the authority of"

C.R.S. 123-22, the Handicapped Chiliran's Educational Act, represents
a synopsis of the most current data available from the 43 approved

4

especial education administrative units for the 1974-75 school year.

a. Supplemental Requests

A supplemental request of $4,533,363 for the school year 1974-75
has been submitted- to the Fiftieth General Assembly of the State
Legislature. The supplemental requested would bring the total
distribution for special education programs in the public
schools to $24,011,891, and would provide the necessary revenues
to fully fund the state share for district operated special
education services as specified in C.R.S. 123-22 of the Handicapped
Children's Educational Act, revised, 1973.

b. State Progress Toward Providing Educational Services to
Handicapped Children in the Public Schools

The most current estimates of the Department show that during
the 1974-75 school year, school districts will employ 78.5 percent
of the personnel necessary to provide special education services
to all handicapped children identified inthe 1972 statewide
study of handicapped,children. The new programs developed during
the current school year_will represent an increase of 17.t percent
over the 61 percent available in 1973-74. The programs will
provide services to 64,296 handicapped students, an increase of
18.0 percent over, the 54,476 served in 1973-74.

37 45



I

The degree to'which school programs for the handicapped arg
estimated to approach comprehensive services for the handicapped
are estimated in Table XXVII. (All estimates are based upon
personnel projections made by.die Department in its 1973 report
to the Legislature.)

TABLE XXVII

Estimated Level of Special Education
Program Development in the Public Schools

11.

1973-74 1974-:75 1975-76

Aural* Handicapped 56% 69% 73%

Perceptual, Language, Emotioaal 52% 66%' ,83%

Limited Intellectual Capacity. .86%- 87% 90%

Speech *84% 98% 100%

Physically Handicapped 622 80%% 80%

Visually Handicapped 40% 49% 60%

Estimated Implementation Level '61% 78.5% 89.5%

a.
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APPENDIX C

Handicapped Children's Ecational Act Reimbursement Analysis
for Special Education Instructional Programis

and Support Services
1973--/4

InrtruCtional Programs

Lbsited'Intellectual Capacity
Emotional/Behavioral
Perceptual/Communicative
Hearing Handicapped
Visually Handicapped
PhYscally/Multiply Handicapped

(Hours-Zospital)

Speech

SUB-TOTALS

Aides

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM TOTALS

Support Services

Students
Served

Total Cost
of Program

FTE Staff

FTE Staff Claimed for

Employed Reimbursement

Total Amount
Claimed for
Reimbursement

8,573
7,573

11,426

499

356

1,689

24,260

1 1

$ 6;538,433
1,747,18/
6,086,109

758,329
291,145

1,073,992

2,498,820

* 519.5
130:8
560.6

63.8
21.8
143.0,

225.5

* * 607.5

1:i25.5

6O.3
21.3

107.8

224.7

1.

$ 4,667,011

14,778,634

463,299
171,504
726,162

1,715,?90

1 54,476 $18,994,0191

1,744.9

174.6

1,647.0

165.9

$12,522,290

389,16/

J 1,919.5 1 1,812.9 ($12,911,4571

Assessment/Consultation
(psychologists, social workers

auuiol4ittl)

Health
(nurses, occupational therapists, .

physical therapists, psychiatrists)

. Administration/Supervision
directors, assistant,directors
supervisors
secretaries

Specialty Training
(music, art, physical education,
home economics, industrial arts)

Instructional Materials Centers

Inservice for Special Educators

Aides

SUPPORT SERVICE TOTAL

Addi*lonal Items Reimbursed

Transportation /Foster Home

Equipment
Supplies
Tuition

ADDITIONAL ITEMS TOTAL

Total Cost
of Services

FTE Staff
FTE Staff Claimed for

Employed Reimbursement

Total. Amount

Claimed for
Reimburse-lent

$ 4,497,116

1,853,260

2,231,494

480,646

147,108

29°,793

(included in

cost above)

1 $ 9,508,417

***

1

266.5
(50.8)

181.3

54.5
24.7

104.0

41.8

14.9

8.0

13.2

1

****293.5

68.5

52.6
*****29.3

87.2

35.0

8.8

$

1$

2,968,956

499,370

692,351
385,?36
376,312

302,187

77,281

708.8 574.9_1 5,302,093 1

Total Cost
of Items

FTE Staff
FTE Staff Claimed for
Employed Reimbursement

Total Amount
Claimed for
Reimbursement 4st

$ 841,212
(Distributed to
programs and
services)

4 841,2121

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

$ 716,579
166,965
40,657
61,972

GRAND TOTALS I L$29,343,648 1 2,628.31

* Does not include all work-study teachers
** Includes all work-study teachers

*** Staff enployed on contracts but not includect,An total

**** Includes staff who were employed on contra.;e4
***** Includes some IMC or inservicd coordinators

45

2,387.8 1 1 $19.21.99_,121,1j

Wyse
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Schedule Visitations

APPENDIX H

O:/ -Site Visitation Schedule

- (Tentative)

.
V

Morgan School District fter-3, FOrt'Morgan

,Delta School Distqct #50J, Delta

Montrose SchOol DibtricC#Re-71J, Montrose"

Adams School District #50, Westminster "'

'weld School District #Re-4,.Windsor

.

September 16 - 18, c974

October 7 w 9, 1974

November 18 - 20, 1974
5.

Southeast Metropolitan,BOCS,Tenver

Clear Creek School District #Re-1, Idaho Springs

Douglas SchOol District #Re-1J, Castle Rock

Arapahoe School Ditrict #2, Sheridan

Larimer School District #R -3., Estes Park

Gun on- School District.fte-1J, Gunnison

(south Platte ROCS, Fort Morgan

Sped-la' Visitations 4 '

El Paso _Sichool District #11,Colofido Springs
11'

Jefferson School District R-1, Jeffco

V

55

December 2 - 4, 1974

December 12 and 15, 1974

January 13 and 14, 1935

January-28.and 29, 1975
r

February .10 - 12, 1975,

February.2.4 and 25, 1975

^ March 10 and 11, 1975
' :

-

rarc0 24 .and,25, 197

April 7 w 9, 1975

w

.Dates to be Schedule&

. Dates to be Scheduled

.1..
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APPENDIX 1
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4

List'of 'Documents

sii Colorado-Department of Egucation
Special Education Services Unitr

Published Documents

' Special Education for Handicapped. Children, 1971-72 ("1060 Study"),
.-.f., olbradoDeprtMent of Education, penver, January, 1973.

Guidelines for Special Education Inservice Training Programs, Colorado
Q r, utmcntof Education, DenVer, FebrUary, 1974.

?
Eaucatfori of Handicapped Children, Status Report, School Year 1972-73
and Midyear 19473-74, Colorado Depdrtment of Education, Denver, March, 1974.

Rules. for the Administration of the Handicapped Children 1s Educational Act,.
olorado Department Of Education, Denver, November, 1974:

PTEnteRePorts and Documents

Form CDE-49, "Application for Approval/Reimbursement of Special Education
SirviceS" for each administrative unit., 1973-74. /

A -4

Form C)E -i48, "Special Education Annual Report" and projection data for
each administrative unit, 1973-74.

Qualitative reports of programs for twenty-ti#ee administrative units,
1973-74. r.

,Form-CDE.-212, "Special EdUcation Staff Data" for each administrative
unit, 1974,-75.

"Proceduts for On-Site Visitations to Special 'Education Administrative
Unite, Ccloradn-Department of Education, Denver, 1974.

" Summary Report'for 1"73-74 Inservice Education Program for Regular
Classroom Teachers", Colorado Department of Education, Denver,
October, 1974.:

110

57

it;


